IB Visual Arts Summer Work
Year 1 (HL & SL)
Ms. Gallagher – ngallagher@calvertonschool.org

Welcome to your journey into the IB Visual Arts! Your time in IB art should be both truly enjoyable and challenging to push you and your artmaking to new levels. What I ask is that you are willing to take risks and put time and effort into this course. Every piece of art and new skill you work on will be worth the learning experience, even if you don’t deem it successful; this program is as much about the process as it is the final portfolio. Ultimately, your art portfolio will be what you make of it, but I will be there to guide and encourage you through your program. 

The following summer work will help get you started in art the first few weeks of school. These assignments will be graded, so please complete them by the first day of class. Over the summer, keep all your previous artwork, think about the art you already know you like and the art you want to try, take pictures, find inspiration, and keep your artistic eye open! Have fun working this summer, and please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Materials Needed for Summer Work:
· Visual Arts Journal – The exact sketchbook you use is up to you, but I suggest a hard cover sketchbook that is bound on the side.  The Canson sketchbook from Blick Art item # 10350-1011 is a good choice. You want something sturdy and big enough (9x12) to hold your work. This journal will be where you complete your summer assignments and continue to work throughout the 2-year program. 
· Reminders when working in your sketchbook – never rip out pages or trash anything you make, because even practice sketches or “failed” attempts can be useful to show the progression of your work! Also, cite your images and sources – you will want to find your references or inspirations later and will need to cite these all in IB. Always record artist, title, medium, date, dimensions, location/gallery.
· Maintaining your visual arts journal over two years will be used to document: 
· the development of art-making skills and techniques 
· experiments with media and technologies 
· personal reflections 
· their responses to first-hand observations 
· creative ideas for exploration and development 
· their evaluations of art practices and art-making experiences 
· their responses to diverse stimuli and to artists and their works 
· detailed evaluations and critical analysis 
· records of valued feedback received 
· challenges they have faced and their achievements
· A folder, binder, or accordion file folder to keep loose sketches, pictures, and other items organized in. 
· Drawing pencils, colored pencils, pens, and maybe a small watercolor palette or acrylic paints. Since you will be working at home over the summer, gather some basic art supplies you want to have available when working in your Visual Arts Journal.


IB Visual Arts Summer Work
Year 1 (HL & SL)
Ms. Gallagher – ngallagher@calvertonschool.org

* The following three summer assignments will be due on the first day of class. These should be completed in your Visual Arts Journal, at least 10 complete pages (more if you choose). *

Assignment 1: Art Vocabulary
Elements of Design – COLOR, LINE, SHAPE, FORM, SPACE, VALUE, TEXTURE
Principles of Design – BALANCE, EMPHASIS, CONTRAST, PROPORTION, MOVEMENT, RHYTHM, VARIETY, PATTERN/REPETITION, UNITY/HARMONY

1. [bookmark: _Int_s8OcHhcm]Define each of the Elements and each of the Principles in your own words.
2. Find a piece of artwork that depicts the term clearly, note how the term is present in the piece, and glue the image into your journal. (Cite all your images!)
3. Create a small sketch with your own interpretation of this in your journal – this can be in any art form you would like, and again note how the term is present in the visual.


[bookmark: _Int_sbSSvxk7]*Sample journal pages – you can be creative within your own journal and organize this vocabulary in the way that works for you as long as you complete each task.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             * Understanding these art terms will help you with your summer work and will be important for you to have a strong foundation as you progress through this IB course. Please complete these in the first several pages of your arts journal.                                                                            [image: ]
[image: ]


Assignment 2: Museum/Gallery Visit and Analysis 
· This summer, visit a museum or art gallery. If you are near Calverton, DC and Baltimore are full of art museums. Local galleries and art shows or ones you visit on vacation are also great.
· Find a piece that catches your interest for whatever reason. Analyze it in your arts journal.
· Include a citation: artist’s name, title, medium, date/period of work, name of gallery.
· Include a picture of the piece or sketch of it in your journal.
· Complete at least one page of your analysis and interpretation. Try to use specific terminology (ie. Elements and principles of art) and include as much detail as possible!


[image: ]


Assignment 3: Reflection - Who am I and What do I Like?
· In your art journal, create at least 5 pages of visuals and writing of who you are and what things interest you. Include topics and subjects that interest you, art techniques and processes you like, styles and artists that inspire you, ideas or philosophies you value, and things that capture who you are and how you see yourself.
· Each page should be different and focus on one theme (for example, a page all about your favorite artist(s), another page about your art in your most often used medium, etc.) so you will have at least 5 different themed pages. You can include pictures and drawings, but all pages need to include your thoughts in writing as well. 
· Once you have finished the 5 pages, complete one more final page. In your final page, come up with a new project idea based on your reflections and explorations. 
· [bookmark: _Int_XWUUcpyO]This can be any type of work, subject matter, and any medium. Consider what medium you would use to complete this piece, and sketch out ideas for a final piece in your journal. Include your thoughts and ideas in written form as well.


*Sample journal pages: Be creative, be thoughtful, be thorough! *
[image: ]
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Analyzing Artwork: A Step-by-Step Guide

> Follow these steps; answer all he questons and you can' go Wiong!
> Remember that your own drawing/copies of the artwork should accompany ALL witien analysis.

1: First Reaction
Wit Govn your st esponse To e arwork
o Doyoulikeit?
 How does it make you feel?
o Does it remind you of anything you have seen
before?

2: Description
Listwhat you can see n s arwork

o Figures, colors, shapes, objects, background, efc.

o Imagine you are descrving it to a bind person. Do
this in as much detai as possible and use ar tes.

3: Formal Analysis

Wite down your observations in more detail looking at these
aspects of the artwork

Colors.

o Which type of palette has the art used: s it bright
or dul, strong or weak?

o Are the colors mostly complementary, primary or
secondary?

o Which colors are used mast in tis artwork?

o Which colors ae used least n this artwork?

o Are the colors used different ways in difeent parts
of the artwork?

o Have the colors been applies it “stright from the
tube” or have different coors been mixed?

Tones

o Isthere a use ofightishadow i tis artwork?

o Where s the liht coming from? Where are the
shadows?

o Are the forms inthe artwork realisicaly modeled
(does tlook 3-0)?

o Is there a wide range of tonal contrast (very ight
highlights and very dark shadows) or i there tonal
range quite narrow (1. mosty similar tones)?

Use of media

© What medium has been used (o paint, acryic,
charcaal, clay, etc)?

o How has te artst used the medium — .e. is the
paint applied thick o thin? How can you tll?

o Can you see brushstrokes, mark making or texture?
Describe the shape and direction ofthe
brushstrokes / marks. Whatsize of brush/ penci
was used?

Was it painted, drawn or scuipted quickly, o siowly
‘and painstakingly? What makes you think this?

‘Compositon (organization of shapes)

What types of shapes are used in tis artwork (Le.
rounded, curved, straight-edged or geometric
shapes)?

Is there a mixture of iferent types of shapes or are.
all the shapes similar?

‘Are some parts of the compasiton fulof shapes
‘and some parts empty,or are the shapes spread
evenly across the artwork?

‘Are some shapes repeated or echoed in other parts
of the artwork?

Does the whole composiion look fulof energy and
movement, o does it look stil and peaceful? How
did the arst create this movementstlness?
Whatis the center of inteest i the composition?
How does the artt draw your ateenton to t?

4: Interpretation
(ow wite Gown your ights a
there are no “ight or ‘wrong’ answers here!

‘What do you tink the arst s rying o say i this
artwork? What does it mean?

Whatis the main theme or idea behind ths piece?

Ifyou were inside this atwork, what would you be.

feeling/ thinking?

Does the artwork have a narative (tell a story)? Is it
a relgious artwork?

Isitabstract? s it realistic? Why?

How would you explain his artwork fo someane

Your

opinion of the arwork. You MUST give reason.

“Franz Marc has created an effectve expressive
painting, because the hot colors and lvely brush
marks he has used add to the overall feeling of
energy and exctement hs s rying o create.”
“The overall mood of this drawing would be:
improved if Kathe Kollowiz had used strong,
dramatic shadows, instead of pae tones. Dark
tones would develop the feelng of fear and
loneliness in this image.”
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